
 
EVENT DESCRIPTION - « WP2 / Regional information meeting » 

 
 
Title: Small hydro: new legal framework and regional stakes 
Date & location: 30th March, Lyon 
Organiser: Rhônalpénergie-Environnement 
Number of Participants: 20  
 
Short description: 
This half-day meeting gathered some of the main regional players concerned by small 
hydro power plants. The new French law on water was presented and discussed. Hydro 
power producers presented their position and their regional projects. The contribution to a 
regional “observer” which would give a follow-up of the regional hydraulic production was 
also discussed. 
 
Background: 
Small hydro in Rhône-Alpes was not developed a lot during the last ten years. Projects are 
often blocked during several years before they start running and this is mostly due to 
administrative problems. Then, it’s necessary to have a better understanding of the 
legislation and find solutions to the difficulties which are usually met. 
 
Programme:  

- Presentation of the different legislations linked to hydraulics and energy (and 
especially of the new French law on water and aquatic environment) :  Michel 
Delprat (DIREN : region authority on environmental issues) 

- Future objectives of the main regional hydro power producers  
- Discussion about the regional observatory of energy: RAEE would like to follow 

the electricity production from all the Region’s small hydro power plants.  
 
Results, follow-up: 
The following points were mainly discussed and stressed:  

- the environmental impact of hydraulic plants : the installations must be well 
integrated in their environment and in the whole life of the surrounding territory. 
Nevertheless, the French legislation requires precise measures of pollutants in 
the river and this should be enough to know the real environmental impact. 

- “Compensation water”: the French law requires a “compensation water” of one 
tenth of the annual flow. It was stressed that such a requirement means to loose 
800 MW capacity which represents a lot. The new French law on water brings 
more flexibility as regards these “compensation water”  

- small hydro power plants on the drinking water network : these projects are often 
submitted to the interpretation of the law by local authorities because of the 
imprecise legislation on this issue. It was proposed to launch a working group 
which could bring some help on special cases but local authorities did not really 
agree. We might then only propose a mailing list to discuss on precise projects. 
There was 



- nobody representing regional sanitary authorities in this meeting therefore 
we propose to organise a special meeting in May or June with all the 
authorities of the Region to discuss about the sanitary legislation which 
applies to hydraulic plants on the drinking water network. 

- even if few projects are launched at the moment, efforts must be done to 
keep competencies on small hydro in Rhône-Alpes  

- Producers have no specific strategy as regards small hydraulics in Rhone-
Alpes. Then they just presented there on-going projects.  

- Finally, Rhônalpénergie-Environnement proposed to update the regional 
observatory on hydraulic installations in the region. The aim is to list all the 
installations and to follow there annual production. 

 
List of Participants: 
 

 

NOM PRENOM ORGANISME VILLE DEPT TELEPHONE COURRIEL

BOISSON Dominique EREMA HERBEYS 38 04 76 72 03 76 erema@free.fr

DYON J.M EREMA HERBEYS 38 04 76 72 03 76 erema@free.fr

DELILLE Mathieu DDAF 74 ANNECY 74 04 50 88 48 72 mathieu.delille@agriculture.gouv.fr

SUCHEL Thierry SIEL SAINT ETIENNE 42 04 77 43 53 92 tsuchel@siel42.fr

CONVERT Christophe EAF LA ROCHETTE 73 04 79 25 52 40 fmg.hydro@wanadoo.fr

ALBANEL Hugues GPAE / HYDROWATT LYON 69 04 72 41 08 08 chantal.boisguerin@hydrowatt.fr

ROBERT Florent DRIRE Rhône-Alpes GRENOBLE 38 04 76 69 34 50 florent.robert@industrie.gouv.fr

GEORGE Jean-Marc Régie d'Electricité de Montvalezan MONTVALEZAN 73 04 79 06 84 45 j-m.george@orange.fr

COTE Michel Compagnie Nationale du Rhône LYON 69 04 72 00 68 70 m.cote@cnr.tm.fr

CASTAING Patrick EDF patrick.castaing@edf.fr

BRAUD Georges GEG GRENOBLE 38 04 76 84 37 58 g.braud@geg.fr

BRUNEL Christophe POLENERGIE AUBENAS 07 04 75 35 59 65 brunel@polenergie.org

PATUREL Martine CONSEIL GENERAL 07 PRIVAS 07 04 75 66 75 45 mpaturel@cg07.fr

MARTIN François TIL SA VILLEURBANNE 69 04 72 81 78 17 f.martin@til-sa.com

DOMMANGET Antoine E.SDED VALENCE 26 04 75 82 65 50 antoine-dommanget@sded.org

MAILLE Gérard DDAF AIN BOURG-EN-BRESSE 01 04 74 32 39 12 gerard.maille@agriculture.gouv.fr
TARRIOTE Elodie RAEE LYON 69 elodie.tarriote@raee.org

POIZE Noémie RAEE LYON 69 noemie.poize@raee.org

JACQUES Dominique RAEE LYON 69 dominiques.jacques@raee.org

DELPRAT Michel DIREN LYON 69
michel.delprat@rhone-
alpes.ecologie.gouv.fr  

 


